
[Additional information: https://bremen.museum-digital.de/object/138 vom 2024/05/05]

Object: Glorification of Saint Faustinus
and Saint Jovita and Two
Unknown Saints

Museum: Kunsthalle Bremen
Am Wall 207
28195 Bremen
(04 21) 3 29 08-0
info@kunsthalle-bremen.de

Collection: Alte Meister, Gemälde und
Skulpturen

Inventory
number:

805-1960/6

Description
This oil sketch stems from the hand of Giovanni Battista Tiepolo. It was done after his
return from Würzburg, where, together with his eldest son, Giovanni Domenico (1727–
1804), he painted the frescoes on the ceiling of the Imperial Hall of the Würzburg Residenz,
regarded as the zenith of his artistic career. With the Bremen cartoon in oil, he prepared the
fresco on the ceiling of the choir of the Santissimi Faustino e Giovita church in Brescia,
though he left its execution up to his son. The upper half of the painting shows in an
extremely foreshortened view from below the patron saints of the church, Faustinus and
Jovita, who have ascended to Heaven, where they are surrounded by angels. The two
brothers had been appointed priest and deacon by the Bishop of Brescia, but they suffered
their martyrdom during the persecution of the Christians under Emperor Hadrian in AD
120. The remaining two saints, at the left and in the lower half of the painting, have not
been conclusively identified to date. It is thought that the monk with the abbot’s crozier is
Augustine. The saint in a nun’s habit is probably Afra, the city patroness of Brescia, who,
according to legend, was converted to Christianity by Faustinus and Jovita.

Basic data

Material/Technique: Oil on canvas with earthen red ground,
lined

Measurements: 84.0 x 76.8 cm

Events

Painted When 1751-1754

https://bremen.museum-digital.de/object/138


Who Giovanni Battista Tiepolo (1696-1770)
Where

[Relationship
to location]

When

Who
Where Santi Faustino e Giovita (Brescia)

Keywords
• Angel
• Martyrium
• Painting
• Sky
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